Y U R I    S H I S H K I N

Yuri Shishkin is a laureate of international contests, soloist of Rostov Philharmonic, professor of Rostov Conservatory (Russia).

Yuri Shishkin was born August 24th, 1963 in Azov, Russia. After leaving the music school in Azov, Yuri entered the Rostov School of Arts when he was 15. Within two years, 1978 and 1979, he won first prize of the contest for young accordionists. Everybody got excited over the perfection of his skills. While studying in the class of Professor V.Semionov at the Rostov Conservatory he went on with triumphal victories at the most difficult contests for bajan and accordion players in Russia and other international contests. During the age of 17 and 28, Yuri Shishkin participated in 10 contests and won 7 of them.

Summer 1992 he graduated from the Gnesins’ Russian Academy of Music in Moscow.

At the age of 25, Yuri Shishkin started his concert career. He scored big successes performing in USA, Columbia, China, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, France, Germany, Finland, Austria, Serbia and many others. The premiere of his new program takes place annually in Holland where he also delivers lectures and master-classes.

Besides the international tours, Yuri Shishkin often performs in various cities in Russia, making his audience familiar with rare and interesting compositions of composers such as J.Brahms, S.Prokofiev, I.Stravinsky, N.Rimsky-Korsakov, P.Tchaikovsky, G.Bizet, F.Liszt, F.Mendelssohn, C.Saint-Saens, M.Moszkowski, J.Sibelius or with pieces by A.Kusiakov, V.Semionov and variations of popular melodies.

The famous piano transcriptions by V.Horowitz performed by Yuri on his bajan are a revelation for the listeners.

The performance of Yuri Shishkin is distinguished by deep revealing images, prominence and even spectacular personification of music expressing it with brilliant skills. His artistic image is added to his passion for music and his enthusiasm while elaborating new techniques of sound by extending the possible playing the bajan create a very special artistic charm.

